
CONTENTS

Preface and Acknowledgements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xvii
Special Features and Conventions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xviii

Haiti at a Glance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xx
Administrative and Political Divisions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xx
Economic and Quality-of-Life Indicators  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xx

The “Master-Words” of 
the Founding Fathers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xxv

Book I The Genocide 

Chapter 1 The Native-Haitians  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
1-The Early Native-Haitians  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
2-Haiti at the time of the Encounter (1492)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Chapter 2 And The White Men Came…   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
1- A Warning from Yucahu  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
2- Europe: Going after the Indies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
3-The Voyage   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
4- The New World  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18
5- Espagnola, the Marvel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
6-The Native-Haitians Welcome the Spaniards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
7- The First European Settlement in the New World: La Navidad 22
8- The Second Voyage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Chapter 3 The First European Invasion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25
1-Caonabo and La Navidad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25
2- Isabela City and the First Expeditions Inland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26
3-The First Conflicts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28
4-The Rebellion of Guatiguana 

and The First Trans-Atlantic Slave Cargo   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30
5-Eliminating Caonabo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31



6-The Battle of The Vega Real   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

Chapter 4 The Pacification: Resistance and Death  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33
1-Haiti Under Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33
2- The First Investigation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34
3- The Spanish Control Expands   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36
4- Guarionex’s First Rebellion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38
5- Roldan’s Rebellion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38
6- Guarionex’s Second Rebellion    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39
7- The Admiral returns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41
8-Negotiations With Roldan, More Slaves Sent to Europe  . . . . . .42
9-The Beginnings of the Repartimiento  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44
10- Bobadilla:  The Downfall of Columbus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45
11-Columbus: The End  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

Chapter 5 Silencing Haiti   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48
1- The Administration of Nicolas Ovando  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48
2- The First war against the Higuey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48
3- The End of the Xaragua   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49
4- The End of the Higuey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50
5-The Agony  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51
6-The Introduction of Black Slaves  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Chapter 6 The Last Gasp for Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54
1- From Ovando to Diego Columbus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54
2-Hatuey: The Spaniards’ true God is gold   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
3- Father Montesinos: 

The Voice of Christ in the Desert of Hispaniola  . . . . . . . . . . . .56
4- Enriquillo: The Revenge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60

Book II The Long Journey...

Chapter 7 The Second European Invasion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67
1-From Hispaniola to Saint-Domingue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67
2-The First French Settlements: Buccaneers and Filibusters   . . . .68
3-The First French Colonists: Habitants and Engagés  . . . . . . . . . .70
4- Saint-Domingue Rises: 

the Jewel of the French Colonial Empire                 . . . . . . . . . .71



Chapter 8 The Greatest Colony in the World   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73
1-The Exclusive and its enforcement: 

The Colonial Administration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73
2-Slavery and Business     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74
3- From Africa to Saint-Domingue: The Middle-Passage  . . . . . . .75
4-Slavery in Theory: The Negro Code   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76
5-a - Slavery in Practice: A Deadly Workload   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .77
5-b - Slavery in Practice: Sheer Brutality  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .79
6-a  -The Slaves Fight Back: Daily Resistance, 

Suicide, Infanticide, and Poisons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80
6-b -The Slaves Fight Back: Marronage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82
7- Saint-Domingue’s Society: Racism and Inequality   . . . . . . . . .85
8-An Explosive Mixture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87

Chapter 9 Saint-Domingue in Turmoil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88
1-The French Revolution    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88
2- The Whites of Saint-Domingue and Their “Revolutions”  . . . .90
3-The Colonial Government Confronts the Petty Whites 

(The War of the Cockades)    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .94
4-The Freedmen: Equality with the Whites (Ogé and Chavannes) 95
3-The Colonial Government Collapses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .96

Chapter 10 The Slaves Rise Up   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .99
1- The Black Revolution Begins   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .99
2- Chaos Spreads in Saint-Domingue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104
3- The First Civil Commission: An Impossible Mission  . . . . . . .105
4- The Second Civil Commission: 

A French Saint-Domingue at Any Price  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .108
5- Crushing the White Reaction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .110
6-The Proclamation of General Freedom   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .112

Chapter 11 Toussaint Louverture: 
The Gospel of Freedom for All  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .114
1-The Call To Freedom: The Camp-Turel Proclamation.   . . . . . .114
2-An Elite Army of Freedom Fighters    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .118

Chapter 12 The Rise of the New Black Citizens   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .121
1-The Mulattoes Try to Seize the Power: 



The Villatte Affair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .121
2- Sonthonax Returns: The Third Civil Commission   . . . . . . . .123
3- Sonthonax Against the South: The Split  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124
3- Louverture Turns Against Sonthonax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126
4-The English Evacuate Saint-Domingue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .127
5- Divide and Conquer: 

Hédouville’s Mission   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .128
6-Hédouville’s Last Move  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .132

Chapter 13 The Civil War  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .133
1-From Words to Swords: Prelude to War  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .133
2- Toussaint Prepares for the War  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .135
3-June 17, 1799: The Civil War Begins   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136
4-The Fall of Jacmel: The Agony of the South Begins  . . . . . . . . .138
5- The End of the Civil War  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .140

Chapter 14 The Louverturian State  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .142
1- One Island, One Country: 

The Conquest of the Eastern Territory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .142
2- The New Saint-Domingue: The 1801 Constitution  . . . . . . . .145
3-The New Saint-Domingue: 

Compromises and Contradictions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .148
2-The Contradictions Turn Violent: The Moyse Affair   . . . . . . . .151

Chapter 15 Liberty or Death: The All-Out war  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .157
1-The Early Surrenders     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .157
2-The First Battles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .162
3-Maurepas: The Boldest of the Black Generals  . . . . . . . . . . . . .164
4-Port-au-Prince Falls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .164
5-The Diplomatic Battle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .165
6-The Campaign of February.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .167
8-Louverture’s Last Battles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .175

Chapter 16 One Step Back, Two Steps Forward   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .176
2-The Retreat: The Top Indigenous Officers Surrender  . . . . . . . .176
2-Cutting Down The Tree of Liberty: 

Arrest and Expulsion of Louverture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .180
3-And The Roots Sprout Again: The People’s war  . . . . . . . . . . . .183

[ x ]



4-Brothers Against Brothers: The Dirty War  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .186
5-The Terror  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .189
6-Live Free or Die, The Top Indigenous Officers 

Turn Against the French  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .192

Chapter 17 The Independence war  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .194
1-Death of Leclerc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .194
2-Rochambeau: The Terror Intensifies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .195
3-Building the Liberation Army: The Sacred Union  . . . . . . . . . .197
4-The First Haitian Flag  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .200
5-The war continues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .200
6-The Arcahaie Conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203
7- Healing the Wounds of the Past: The Meeting of Camp-Gérard   .
8- The Indigenous Offensive in the South and West  . . . . . . . . .204
9-En Route to Le-Cap  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .205
10-The Battle of Vertières  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .206

Book III Entering the Promised Land

Chapter 18 The First Independence Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .213
1-Celebrating the Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .213
2-The Official Ceremony  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .215

Chapter 19 Building a Strong Haiti  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .217
1-A Fortified Coastline   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .217
2-A French-Free National Territory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .219
3- Haiti Becomes an Empire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .222
4- The Campaign Against the East  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .224

Chapter 20 The Government of Dessalines  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .227
1-From Louverture to Dessalines: 

A Haiti for All Haitians  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .227
2-Dessalines: Keeping the Dream Alive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .228
3-The Betrayal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .229
4- The General Verification of Property Titles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231

Chapter 21 October 17, 1806: The Tragedy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .233

[ xi ]



Epilogue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .237

Suggested Readings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .238

Glossary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .239

Notes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .242

Bibliography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .251

Index  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .256



List of Vignettes

Book 1

1-1   Michel Aubourg: On The Duties of the Village Chiefs                         
1-2   Christopher Columbus: On the Kindness of the Native-Haitians
1-3   Playing the Batey
1-4   The Ethnic Groups of the Caribbean.
1-5   How to Make Cassava Bread
1-6   The Cruelties of the Spaniards in Hispaniola
1-7   Who Was Las Casas?
1-8   What Has Remained of the Native-Haitians?

Book 2
2-1   Vodou, Creole and… Krik-Krak
2-2   Makandal
2-3   Revolution in France and in Saint-Domingue
2-5   Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen  (Selected Articles)
2-6   The Bwa-Kayiman Ceremony
2-7   The Black Spartacus: Toussaint Louverture
2-8   Two Haitian Historians on the Color Issue and the Civil War:
2-9   Discussing the Civil War
2-10  Selected Articles from the 1801 Constitution
2-11  Two Historians on the Louverturian State
2-12  Toussaint Louverture and the  “Moyse Affair”
2-13  Toussaint Louverture’s Political Testament
2-14  Napoleon Bonaparte and the Expedition of Saint-Domingue
2-15  Colonial Army of Saint-Domingue
2-16  Explaining Louverture’s Surrender
2-17  Understanding Louverture’s Defeat  
2-18  Captivity and Death of Toussaint Louverture
2-19  Historian Thomas Madiou Describes the Plague
2-20  In the Name of Liberty
2-21  Letter of Rochambeau to Sergeant-Major Romel
2-22  A Warriors’ Warrior: Dessalines



2-23  Haiti and the Louisiana Purchase
2-24  Frederick Douglass: The Day Haiti Spoke

Book 3
3-1  Declaration of Independence
3-2  January 1, 1804: Proclamation to the Nation,
3-3   Historian C.L.R. James on the General Massacre of the French
3-4   Beyond Justice, the Call to Compassion: Claire-Heureuse 
3-5   Selected Articles from the 1805 Constitution

[  xiv ]



List of Maps

M-1: Haiti in the Caribbean 
M-2: Haiti: The Nine Geographical Departments
M-3: The Caciquats of Haiti
M-4: Haiti Under Control
M-5: Saint-Domingue: Physical
M-6: The Civil War: Progression of Louverture’s Troops
M-7: The Invasion of the East
M-8: Landing of the French Troops in 1802 
M-9: The Converging Movement of the French Troops 

[  xv ]


